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temper, replied: c That's a question affecting national
honour and dignity. We should prefer to fight/ Then
he recovered his temper, and conferred on him the
Grand Cross of the Red Eagle. As soon as the King
had left, travelling through the night to Ischl, he tele-
graphed to the Emperor of Austria to warn him against
permitting any naval discussions, as the King was bent on
isolating Germany. He was much pleased with himself
^for having snubbed Hardinge so successfully, and sent a
prodigious telegram to Billow saying how clever he had
been. As for the impression the monarchs produced on
each other, there was a great divergence of opinion: the
Emperor told the Tsar that his uncle had been c all
sunshine,' while the King briefly recorded that his
nephew had been ' impossible.51

The King's visit to Ischl was not solely to felicitate
* that dear old man ' the Emperor of Austria on the
sixtieth anniversary of his accession: he hoped, especially
since he had made no way with his nephew over naval
programmes, that the second partner in the Triple
Alliance might use his influence with him. But the
Emperor had already received that warning telegram
from Friedrichshof, and he refused with all possible
courtesy to intervene or to discuss. Otherwise he was
most frank and friendly. He saw no sign of trouble
even in the Balkan States, which were the source of most
European disturbances, and assured the King that he and
his Government were determined to do nothing that
could possibly disturb peace. 9 Sir Charles Hardinge had
a satisfactory talk with Baron von Aehrenthal, the Austrian

1 Lee, King Edward VII, ii. p. 618; Ludwig, p. 2j8; Billow, Memoirs,
1903-1909, pp. 312-314; Willy-Nicky Letters, p. 239; Journals -and
Letters of Lord Esher, ii. p. 343.